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Our Mission: Uniting in service

to families with children

experiencing homelessness

in Shohomish
County.

Interfaith serves families

with children experiencing homelessness
with 90-day emergency shelter stays across 23 units.

FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

“Family of three with a five-year-old...
currently living in car looking for
work.”

“Staying in vehicle, need safe
housing.”

“.. don't like the fact that my wife
and daughters have to sleep outside,
if you could give me a hand I'd gladly
take it.”

“My son and I are living in our car.”

“We are homeless...spending whole
monthly income in motels then back
into the vehicle....leaves us unable to
save to get into a better situation.”

These are just small glimpses into the
daily emails we receive from families
needing our support who have
nowhere to turn.

SAVE THE DATE:
Interfaith’s annual fundraiser!

Families Together
Thursday, October 15th
5:30-8pm
Everett Community College

Dinner, Silent Auction, Program

RSVP through our website or
call 425-252-6672

501(C)(3) NONPROFIT . EIN 91-1340220

The need continues to grow.
According to the most recent data,
there are 240 shelter units needed - at
this moment- to fill the need for families
with children living in homelessness.
These are real people living in their
vehicles, tents, and other unsafe places.
These are children.

This is our future.

We strongly believe our model for
sheltering families works. Research
consistently shows that when families
receive housing and shelter first, they
are far more likely to achieve long-term
housing stability and avoid returning to
homelessness. Housing First programs
help families secure housing more
quickly and maintain it more
successfully than traditional
approaches.

As we launch our annual fundraising
campaign, | have two simple messages.
If you've supported us for years, thank
you - your generosity has sustained this
work, and we hope you'll continue to
stand with us. If you're new to Interfaith
Family Shelter, this campaign fills the
gaps that keep our shelter doors open.

Our goal is to raise $150,000. To us,
that isn't just a number - it's the funding
that allows families to find safety,
stability, and a path forward. The reality
is simple: families need help now, and
we can't do this work without you.

Sincerely,
Lynsey Gagnon
Executive Director

Family
Shelter

Est. 1984

HIGHLIGHTS FROM
OUR CHILDREN'S
PROGRAM

It's that time again, the start of a
new school year! But for families
experiencing homelessness, access
to new clothing is rare, especially
critical items such as shoes and
undergarments - which must be
purchased new. Zonta Club of North
Puget Sound recently awarded us a
$2,300 grant to support clothing for
back-to-school needs. Each family
staying in our shelters will be able to
purchase needed items.

Thank you, Zonta Club, for helping
children start the school year feeling
prepared, included, and confident!
Your grant will help to ensure that
basic needs do not stand in the way
of success and that every child in our
shelter has the opportunity to begin
the school year strong.

By the Numbers
Families served in shelter from April to June 2026:
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i?? SPOTLIGHT:

JENNITA'S STORY

When Jennita arrived at Interfaith Family Shelter in December
2024, she was determined to build a more stable future for her family
despite significant challenges. After entering shelter, her family
became enrolled in our Rapid Rehousing program and began
working closely with Interfaith staff to secure safe and stable
housing for her and her family.

One of Jennita's children has a developmental disability and
requires daily support, limiting Jennita's ability to pursue traditional
employment. Throughout their time at Interfaith, her partner kept a
full-time job, made possible in part by the stability our case
management team provided. Meanwhile, her children benefited
from Interfaith's Children’s Program, which offered them after-school
activities in daily Learning Hours, positive social connections with
other children, and a sense of normalcy while they were navigating
housing instability. Staff also helped ensure the family always had
access to food, school supplies, and other essentials that a family
with children needs to stay stable.

With persistence and support from Interfaith’s team, Jennita secured permanent housing in spring 2025.
Soon afterward, she enrolled in GED classes and began working toward her goal of becoming a licensed
caregiver. Stable housing brought easier access to school, childcare, transportation, and new opportunities for
the entire family to start thriving and reach their full potential. Even after moving into their new home, Jennita
continued receiving support with case management as well as access to Children’s Program resources. Her
story reflects the power of resilience, opportunity, and community support, and the life-changing impact of
Interfaith's work with families experiencing homelessness.

THANK YOU, GROVE CHURCH!

This summer, Grove Church's iHeart volunteers returned to Interfaith Family
Shelter to complete beautification, maintenance, and organization projects at
our Flagship Shelter. Their time, energy, and generosity helped create a safer
and more welcoming space for the families we serve. We are deeply grateful
for their longstanding partnership and support.

THANK YOU TO OUR BOARD OFFICERS!

Outgoing Officers: Incoming Officers:

Don Whitfield (Board President) Betty Parry-Fisher (Board President)

Greg Long (Immediate Past Don Whitfield (Immediate Past

President) President)

Jesse Deason (Treasurer) Grant Gladow (Vice President) . -
Betty Parry-Fisher (Secretary) Martha Warren (Treasurer) Did you know?

Pasha Grant (Secretary)

Interfaith’s 23 shelter
units make up approx.
40% of the total

PARTNER, DONATE, OR VOLUNTEER interfaithwa.org capa::ity for family
shelters in Snohomish
County.

PO Box 12824, Everett WA 98206 (&) (425) 303-9774 E5E
@ /InterfaithFamilyShelter @interfaith.familyshelter Eﬁ%
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